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1.  '• 

Health  Department, 
Brookfield  House, 

NAN  T  W  I  C  H. 

September,  1953* 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Nantwich  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  the  annual  Report  of  the  Nantv.ich 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1952. ’ 

A  study  of  the  social  conditions  of  the  area  shows  a  slight 
increase  in  the  estimated  mid-year  population,  the  figure  for  1952 
being  8861 . 

The  Birth  Rate,  which  has  fallen  steadily  since  1947  shows  an 
increase  of  2.59  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
in  the  year  urller  review  and  this  lias  been  accompanied  by  a  Death 
Rate  of  1 0.72adecrease  of  2.82  per  thousand. 

There  were  6  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  compared 
with  3  in  19  5^  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  42.2.  However,  as 

stated  in  a  previous  report  this  figure  is  liable  to  fluctuate  within 
wide  limits  when  only  a  small  number  of  births  is  involved. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  information  supplied  by  the  Housing 
Manager  and  the  Surveyor  that  Housing,  one  of  our  most  urgent  Post-war 
Problems  at  last  shows  some  sign  of  resolution,  in  so  far  as  permanamt 
houses  are  taking  the  place  of  the  so  called  units  of  accommodation. 
However  we  must  ever  guard  against  complacency  and  ever  bear  in  mind 
the  urgent  need  for  the  re -housing  of  occupants  of  unfit  and  substandard 
dwellings.  In  connection  with  the  latter  type  of  property  it  should 
be  noted  that  the  implementation  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  nets 
is  becoming  extremely  difficult. 

When  one  considers  the  question  of  Housing  it  is  readily 
appreciated  that  it  is  something  to  which  there  is  no  permanent  solution. 
Ever}’-  Housing  Programme  must  be  flexible  to  cater  both  for  the 
immediate  requirements  as  well  as  making  provision  for  the  future. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  great  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
recent  years  in  Clinical  and  Preventive  Medicine  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  older  members  of  the  population.  The  expectation  of  life  has 
increased  from  43.7  for  men  and  47.2  for  women  in  1881  to  6 1 . 8  and 
65.8  respecively  in  1938.  More  children  and  adolescents  escape  the 
killing  diseases  of  youth  and  are  living  on  to  the  older  age  groups. 

A  Royal  Commission  has  pointed  out  that  in  1947  1Q&  of  the  population 
was  over  65  and  by  1977  we  could  expect  the  figure  to  be  1 6%. 
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Expressed  in  another  form,  it  has  been  stated  that  if  the  present 
basis  of  old  age  pensions  remains  unchanged  l/5th  of  the  population 
will  be  in  receipt  of  a  pension  by  1980. 

These  figures  serve  to  illustrate  what  is  commonly  referred  to  as 
the  "problem  of  the  aged".  Voluntary  organisations  have  done  valuable 
work  in  providing  residential  accommodation  for  old  people  and  are  still 
supplementing  the  provisions  made  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 

194-8  whereby  the  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  such  accommodation 
is  imposed  on  the  County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils.  This 
is  usually  of  an  institutional  nature  'and'  had  been  found  to  have  a 
limited  appeal  for  the  majority,  who  still  prefer  to  live  in  old 
substandard  houses  in  many  cases  much  too  large  for  their  needs,  in 
order  to  maintain  their  independence. 

District  Councils  can  made  a  wonderful  contribution  to  this 
problem  and  much  work  is  already  being  done  to  provide  houses 
specially  built  for  old  people.  Now  is  the  time  to  plan,  for  there  is 
little  doubt  tnat  as  the  years  go  on  the  situation  will  become  more  and 
more  acute. 

i In  directing  your  attention  to  the  features  of  this  report  I  wish 
to  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  help  and  the  members 
of . t he  Councils  Committees  for  their  interest,  consideration  and 
guidance, and  my  own  staff  fo'r  the  loyal  and  willing  co-operation  which 
I  have  at  all  times  received. 


Yours  f  aithfully. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  .area, 

.  •» 

Area:  1,173  acres.  Estimated  population  at  mid-1952:  8,86l. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according  to  rate  book:  2884* 
Rateable  Value  (l'952  /  53):  151,812.  Rates,  ( 1952  /  53):  22/9d  in 

thd  pound.  Sum  represented  by  penny  rate.  (1952  /  53):-  ■•£185. 


Nantwich  is  an  ancient  town  situated  in  the  southwest  corner  of 

Cheshire  and  is  a  market  town  for  a  large  and  important  agricultural 

area.  The  River  weaver  and  the  Shropshire . Union  Canal  pass  through 

the  district  and  in  parts  both  form  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  Area. 

*  *  *  • 

industrial  enterprise  exists  mainly  in  the  form  of  clothing 
manufacture,  agricultural  machinery  and  a  tannery.  There  is  scope 
for  the  establishment  of  light  industries,  road  and  rail  communications 
being  very  convenient;  by  rail  the  town  is  served  by  the. main  lines 
from  Crewe  to  Shrewsbury  and  Wellington  and  good  roads  radiate  from  the 
town  to  all  parts  of-  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  the  Potteries  and  North  vVales. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

TOTAL  . 


Male . 


Female.  TOTAL. 


5  6  138 

1  4 


57  142 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population...  16.02  ( 1 5 - 3 ) 
Still  Births. 


Legitimate . 

Illegitimate.  . . 

TOTAL  . 


2 


2 


1  3 


1  3 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. . ,0.33(C. 35) 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  total  births . 20.6(22.6) 

Of  the  total  live  births  and  still  births,  2.06/3  were  still  births. 
Deaths.  Male  Female.  TOTAL. 

TOTAL  (including  ’  46  49  95* 

inward  transfers ) . . .  ... 

.  .  .  •  •  ;  \ 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  tesident  population  10.72(11.3) 


4.  * 


Deaths  of  Infants. 

Male. 

Female . 

TOTAL. 

(under  1  year  of  age). . 

TOTAL . 

4 

i-  - -  2  ■ 

.  6 . 

Death  rate  of  infants.  (  under  1  year  of  age  ) : - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births . 42.2(27.6) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,.  ...43.4 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegimate  live  births,,.. 

•The  figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  England  and  Wales, 

Deaths  from:  - 

Puerperal  sepsis . . . 

Other  puerperal  causes . . . .  . . 

Cancer  (  all  ages  ) . . .  13 

Measles  (  all  ages  ) . 

Whooping  Gough  (  all  ages  )  . . 

Diarrhoea  (  under  two  years  of  age  )...  . . 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  (  all  ages  )..  .  . . .  ...  1 


The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  previous  year. 

The  extent  of  unemployment  in  the  district  during  the  year  was 
negligible. 

SECTION_ rh 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

*R.  Kenneth  Hay,  M.D. 

D.P.H. 

Full 

Time 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 

E.W.Bushell,  M.R.S.I., 

Full 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

M.S.I.A.,  C.S.I.B. ' 

Time 

Clerical  and  General 

Miss  S.  Sandland. 

Full 

Assistant . 

Time 

Engineer .and .Surveyor. 

E.H. Bailey,  F.R.t.C.S., 
M.I.Mun.E.,  Dip.T.P. 

-(Man.  ). ,  A.M.T.P.I. 

Full 

Time 

*  Jointly  appointed  as  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  Nantwich  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils. 

2.  (a).  Laboratory  -Facilities. 

Patholigical  specimens  are  submitted  to:-. 


(i)  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Manchester  and  Birkenhead. 

(ii)  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  and  City  Hospital. 


Water  samples  for  chemical  examination  are  sent  to  the  County 
Analyst,  Chester. 

Milk  and  ice-cream  for  bacteriological  and  biological  examinat ion 
are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Birkenhead. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Phe  County  Council  undertakes  this  service  through  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee.  There  v/ere  two  ambulances  and  two  sitting  case 
vehicles  at  Nantwich  on  a  24  hour  on  call  basis  to  meet  the  needs  of 
accidents,  emergencies  and  infectious  disease  cases  in  the  Division. 
There .was  also  a  "standby"  taxi  for  sitting  cases.  This  and  the 
British  Red  Cross  Ambulance  at  Haslington  are  used  only  during  abnormal 
times. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  done  by  these  vehicles  in  the 
Division. 


' 

j 

J  ourneys . 

Patients 

carried 

Mileage 

Accidents  & 
Emergencies 

1951  ! 

1952 

1951  1952 

1951  1952 

1951 

1952 

Ambulances. 

2155  j 

1471 

4650  4091 

56025 ;  43437 

Cars. 

)  •  1 

(968) 

/  . \ 

I  '(2330  ; 

i  (36111 

Standby  Car. 

7  o ! 
) 

l  ) 

(  34) 

-TV  ft. f  V  \ 

i  C  56  5  (1324 

■ 

246 

170 

B.R.C. Society. 

3  ; 

7 

3  11 

87  :  350 

I  ] 

■ 

TOTALS. 

2993 

2480 

6327  6488 

18O686  81222 

246 

170 

Cases  carried  during  1952. 


T/pe  of  Case 

"  ■ 

i . 

Numb  er 

1951  H952 

Type  of  Case 

NUi: 

1951 

iuer 

1952 

j 

^Accidents. 

116 

83 

Mental. 

14! 

27  | 

Analgesia  Apparatus 

12 

6 

;  Maternity.  — 

1 38 1 

182 

j Acute  Illness. 

102 

79 

:  Mat  ernity  ( Emergency  ) 

28  ; 

i 

8 

'Ante-natal 

2 

1 

Out  Patients. 

:  -  ..   -  -  -  - . - 

4673  15050 

jDental 

1 

— 

Infectious  Disease. 

50; 

62 

1 

•Domestic  Heips 

206 

81 

; Out  Patient s ( Tub ercuio s is , 

• 

*28  | 

4 

general  Illness. 

440 

419 

: Tuberculosis 

26  | 

16 

Hospital  Discharges. 

.j 

371 

463 

:  1  iscellaneous 

89  ! 

49 

'Hospital  Tranfers. 

38 

44- 

; Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

-  1 

1 

(c )  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Valuable  service  is  still  being  given  *>y  the  three  nurse  midwives 
resident  within  the  Urban  District,  their  work  being  supplemented  by 
two  Health  Visitors.  These  provisions  together  with  the  Domestic 
Help  Service  provided  by  the  County  Council  enable  us  tp  provide  a 
standard  of  doliciliary  care  without  which  many  aged  and  inf irm  would 
have  to  be  cared  for  in  hospital. 

( d )  Consultation  and  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  'Welfare  Centre  at  the  Do very,  Barket  Street, 
is  controlled  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  administered  by  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee.  Two  Health  Visitors  and  a  General 
Practitioner  are  in  attendance,  the  latter  being  appointed  on  a  rota 
basis  by  the  Cheshire  Local  Medical  Committee. 

The  structural  alterations  to  the  building  have  been  completed 
and  the  Ante-natal  clinic  was  opened  during  the  year. 

The  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Crewe  Memorial 
Hospital. 

The  Paediatric  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Stalbridge  Road  and  Ludford 
Street  School  Clinins,  Crewe. 

The  'Orthopaedic  Clinic  functions  in  conjunction  with  the  Orthopaedic 
Out-patients  Department'  of  the  Oswestry  Hospital  and  is.  held  at  the 
L.M. S.  Rooms,  Nantwidh  Road,  Crewe. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  Herdman  Street,  Crewe  is  administered 
by  the  County  Council  and  serves  an  area  including  this  Urban  District. 

. A -clinic  for  dental  treatment  for  mother^, school  children  and 

children  under  five  is  held  at  the  Barket  Street,  Welfare  Centre. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  South  Cheshire 
Hospitals  Management  Committee. 

The  Barony  General  Hospital  continues  to  provide  a  valuable 
service  with  separate  blocks  for  the  chronic  sick  and  those  suffering 
from  mental  ill-health.  The  two  new  maternity  units  are  a  valuable 

addition.  - . .  ....... 

The  Cottage  Hospital  a  small  modern  and  efficient  institution  has 
beds  for  20  patients. 

Treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  in  the 
district  is  taking  place  at  the  C rev/e  Isolation  Hospital  which  has  met 
all  needs  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  Maternity  Block  ac  the  Barony  Hospital  the 
Maternity  Hospital  at  the  Cliffe,  V/ybunbury  is  available  to  patients 
in  this  district. 
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Alvaston  hospital  is  used  as  a  continuation  annexe  for  Crewe 
Memorial  Hospital. 

( f )  Mortuary. 

The  arrangement s  made  with,  the  Sputh  Cheshire  Hospital  Management 
Committee  for  the  use  of  the  Mortuary  at  the  Barony  Hospital  have 
worked  satisfactorily  and  continue  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district. 

SECTION  C. 

1.  (a)  Water  Supply.  .......... 

This  is  controlled  by  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

There  is  a  sufficiency  of  water  for  the  present  needs  of  the 
existing  population  (  drought  conditions  excepted  ),  tod  the 
quality  of  the  water  as  delivered  to  the  consumer  is  satisfactory. 
Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  are  made  frequently  and  these 
have  proved  satisfactory.  ....  __  . 

Two  samples  of  consumers  tap  water  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
were  bacteriologically  satisfactory..  • 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  results  of  samples  submitted  by 
the  water  Board  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  during 
-the  year,  and  for  which  copies  of  reports  have  been  received. 


Chemical  Examinations. 


Analytical  Returns 

Source  of  Sample. 

Expressed  in  parts 
per  million 

iBaddiley  Mere 
-  Raw 

Bearstone  Eaton 
-  Raw  j  -Raw 

Badailey  Mere 
:  -  Treated 

Total  solid  residue  on 

- 

■ 

evaporation  @"T03°C. . . . 

324 

308 

188 

260  ' 

Total  Hardness . . 

232 

226 

134 

123 

Temporary  Hardness . 

173 

179 

120 

50 

Permanent  Hardness . 

54 

47 

14 

73 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides . . . 

30 

21 

14 

21 

Toxic  metals.  .  .". . .  ..... 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen . 

0.09 

nil 

nil 

0.02 

Albuminoid  nitrogen. .... 

0.6 

nil 

0.03 

0.20 

Nitrous  nitrogen..,.;... 

nil 

nil 

nil 

.  nil 

Nitric  nitrogen . 

0.6 

6.4 

0.8 

1.4 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four 

hours  @  26.7°C . 

6.29 

0.2 

0.05 

2.68 

Hazen  Number. . . ! 

70  plus 

3 

10 

15 

pH . | 

7.5 

7.4 

7.7 

7.7 

8. 


naton  and  Bearstone  raw  water  were  satisfactory  and  were  referred 
to  by . the  Analyst  as  of  excellent  organic  quality.  The  former 
contained  a  trace  of  flocculent  deposit. 


ddiiey  raw  water  was  of  indifferent  physical  qualities;  the  analytical 
data  show  the  water  to  be  heavily  charged  with  vegetable  elements, 
ihis  supply  is  subject  to  considerable  and  even  rapid  variation  in 
all-round  characters  -  Class  V  " 


Baddiley  Treated  Water.  The  Analyst 
the  Baddiley  supply  when  compared  with  the 
erratic  quality  and  the  material  variation 
and  influents  which  contribute  to  the  Mere. 


observed  -  "The  results  of 
previous  samples  confirm  its 
( salenity  etc.)  in  the  feeders 
Classification  V" 


j 

Number 

Sub¬ 

mitted 

/  11  *  '  1  11 

\ 

1  Source 

t 

: 

i 

j  Number  in  which 
organisms  devel- 
j oped  on  yeastral 
-agar  in  48 
!  hours  at  37°C. 

Bacillus  per 

100  c.c. 

} 

1  None 

Pre¬ 

sent 

j  Range 
per  c.c. 

i 

;  Ab¬ 
sent 

j  Pre- 
i  sent 

i Range  of 
Probable 
: Number 

1. 

Baddiley  Mere 
jTreated  Water 

1  1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

24. 

Baddiley  Mere 
^Consumers '  Taps 

13 

;  ii 

1 

-  12 

24 

.  . 

' 

6. 

Bearstone-  . . 

/raw  water.  ......  . 

& 

- 

6 

■ 

- 

2. 

jBearstone- 

} 

Consumers r  taps 

2 

- 

2 

| 

- 

5. 

■  -1 

iEaton-  I 

raw  water. 

3 

I 

ij 

.  .  -i 

.  3  . 

i 

- 

2. 

Eaton- 

.Consumers,  taps. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

j 

• 

- 

40. 

-TOTAL. 

29  | 

ii  ! 

1  - 

-  12 

40  | 

[ 

- 

(a)  Sewage  Disposal. 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied "the 
information. 


following 


_  «  ^he  SfV'pge  DlsPosal  Works  at  Windy  -Arbour  -are  modern  and  consist 
'nh^Se^lent^t^°n  tanks>  Piiters,  humus  tanks  and  sludge  drying 'beds. 
The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  River  ..eaver. 


.all  Sewage  is  pumped  to  tie  v.  rks  from  Beam  Bridge  Pumping  Station. 
The  storm  water  id  dealt  with  at  Beam  Bridge  Pumping  Station  where 
the  storm  water  tanks  deal  with  all  flows  above  3  d.w.f.  and  discharge 
to  the  River  v/e aver. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams  Pollution. 


Responsibility  fo:  this  work  was  transferred  to  the  Cheshire  Rivers 
Board  as  from  October  1st  1951* 

3*  (a)  Closet  Accommodation. 


All  premises  in  the  district  are  served  by  water  closets  with  the 
exception  of  those  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  details  in  his 
report  under  the  heading  ,f  Pail  Closets”. 


(b)  Public  Cleansing. 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  trade  refuse  and 
night  soil  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor,  as  also  is  street  cleansing. 
Collection  is  by  motor  and  horse  drawn  vehicles  and  disposal  is  by 
tipping. 

(c)  Public  Baths. 

The  Open  Air  Brine  Swimming  Pool,  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Council,  is  open  from  May  to  September  each  year.  The  pool  is  100 
feet  by  50  feet  and  is  supplied  with  brine  from  the  Council's  brine  well 
at  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall.  About  9  ounces  of  brine  is  added  per 
gallon  of  water.  The  pool  is  not  heated  but  the  water  is  filtered 
and  sterilized  by  the  "Break -point”  chlorination  process  and  fed  to  the 
pool  through  a  cascade.  Mixed  bathing  is  allowed  and  dressing  boxes 
for  both . sexes  are  provided.  Cafe  facilities  are  available. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  from  the  brine  well  and  the  swimming  bath  and  satisfactory 
reports  were  received. 

(d)  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(e)  Shops  and  Offices.  . 

( f )  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Sites. 

(g)  Eradication  of  Bugs . 

(h)  Smoke  Abatement. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitarv  Inspector  in  his 
report . 

(i)  Schools. 

School  Health  Service. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  necessary  to  bring  the  school 
medical  inspections  up  to  date  due  to  the  absence  of  a  Medical  Officer 
for  a  period  of  nine  months. 


10. 

However  all  schools  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  with  a 
very  few  exceptions  the  health  of  the  school  population  is  very  good. 
I  should  like  to  thank  the  Head  Teachers,  Staf-f  and  Parents  for  their 
wholehearted  co-operation  during  the  year. 

There  were  no  school  closures  during  the  year. 

( j )  Shell  Fish. 


There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in.  the .district . 

SECTION  D. 


Housing. 


The  Housing  Manager  (Mr.  S.  Barlow)  .-has.  kindly,  supplied  the  following 
information. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  rehoused  56  families.  Of  these 
42  qualified  under  the  "Point's  System"  operated  by  the  Council,  and 
although  21  of  these  applicants  were  in  lodgings  and  25  applicants  were 
in  overcrowded  conditions  it  is  felt  that  the  present  system  could  be 
improved  upon.  Of  the  remaining  14  cases,  8  applicants  were  treated 
as  special  cases,  3  transfers  from  other  houses  were  allowed,  and  3 
one  bedroomed  flats  were  let  to  a  widow,  and  two  spinsters. 

Waiting. List'  for  houses  was  for  some  years  in  the  region  of 
live  hundred  applicants,  but  on  recent  survey  it  was  found  that  the  list 
now  stands  at  301.  At  first  sight  this  may  seem  encouraging,  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  people,  at  present  living  in  low  rented 
two  bedroomed  houses,  have  withdrawn  their  applications  due  to  the 
increase  in  Council  house  rents. 

As  a  guide  to  future  building  policy,  a  questionaire  recently  sent 
to  applicants,  the  following  questions  were  included:  the  type  of 
accommodation  desired,  and  the  amount  of  rent  the  applicants  felt  they 
cou  d  afford  to  pay.  Of  the  type  of  accommodation  wanted,  268  stated 
a  preference  for  two  or  three  bedroomed  houses,  and  33  stated  a  preference 
i or  .Prefabricated  bungalows  or  two  bedroomed  flats,  ...;  There  are  55  of 
these  flats  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  although  Nantwich  is  an 
old  town  where . flats  have  never  existed/  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
number  of  applicants  who  have  now  stated  a  preference  for  flats  since 
some  have  been  completed.  -As  to  the  question  of  rent,  198  stated  they 
could  afford  varying  amounts  up  to  26/-  per  week,  and  103  varying 
amounts  up  to  £2  per  week.  Although -these  amounts  have.,  been  quoted  by 
applicants  it  is  advisable  to  treat  them  with  caution  as  it  is  generally 
appreciated  that  the  economic  position  has  declined  during  the  past  two 
or  three  years,  although  the  Council  are  still  in  the  happy  position  of 
practically  having  no  arrears  of  rents. 


SECTION 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  Milk  Supply.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
These  matters  are  fully  covered  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  report. 


SECTION 


11. 


^  •  .PrevaleiiGe  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Disease 

Group 

under 

— 

II  h 

i 

ij 

h 

o 

5 

725  I  Z?35 

> 

J 

i 

:345 

|  TOTAL 

Measles. 

3 

1 1  3 

30 

. 

59 

- j - 

2  |  - 

i 

107 

Who oping  Cough 

— — -q 

10 

111  2 

i 

29 

34 

- 

- , - 

—  — 

1 

; 

1 

86 

Scarlet  Fever. 

II 3 

8 

18 

2 

-  |  1 

— - . 

32 

Dysentery. 

— 

J  — 

j 

1  !  - 

; 

1 

TOTAL. 

13 

128 

r 

67  j 

| 

111 

2 

- - — ; - _ 

3  1  1 

1 

226 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 


Immunisation 

Vaccination 

fear  of  Immunisation 
and  Vaccination. 

Primary 

— 

Re -Immuni s  at ion 

Primary 

Re -vaccination 

1948 

129 

11 

4 

2 

1949 

90 

23 

27 

5 

1950. 

22 

175 

51 

6 

1951 

84 

15 

49 

12 

1952 . 

77 

52 

6 

89 

j 

_  -  /rhe  responsibility  for  the'  provision  and  facilities  for  immun¬ 
isation  and  vaccination  res  s  .  rith  the  Local  Health  authority 
which  in  this  County  has  delegated  the  r  sponsibility  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee. 

Throughout  the  year  a  vigorous  campaign  has 'been  maintained 
in  clinics  and -schools  and  in  the  homes  to  stress  the  importance 
Di  having  children  both  immunised  and  vaccinated. 

*fhere  are  now  in  being,  specially  arranged  sessions  for  school 
cnildren  i/hoseparents  wish  them  to  oe  immunised  or  re— immunised. 
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Thesd  sessions  are  carried  out  in  the  schools  by  the  General 
Practitioners  in  the  district  and  so  far  the  pesponse  has  been 
excellent  I  should  like  to  thank  the  doctors  ahd  the  Head  Teachers 

without  whose  co-operation  the  running  of  these  sessions  would  not 
be  possible.  . . 


-  Prom  trie  above  table,  which  is'  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  this  heading  for  the  past  five  years, it  would  appear  that  there 
is  a  gradual  reduction  from  year  to  year  in  the  number  of  children 

.eing  immunised.- . It  should  be  pointed 'cut  however,  that  this  table 

is  compiled  from  returns  received  from  the  General  Practitioners  and 

may  _  not  give  an  accurate  ...picture  of  the- true  position, . for  it"  is  found 

on  information  supplied  by  parents  that  between  8C£o  and  9C&  of  school 
entrants^ have  at  some  period  during  their  pre-school  life  received 
primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 


_  I  should  like  to  stress  onee  again  the- importance 
child  both  immunised  and  vaccinated. 


of  having  every 


2*  (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

There  was  no-  special' action  by  the "Local  Authority  during  the  year, 
(h)  Tuberculosis. 

,  N° -action- was-  necessary  during  the' year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  -  tuberculosis  persons 
m  milk  trade  -  or  section  172  of  the  Public- Health -act,  1956  - 
compulsory  removal  to  sanatorium. 


the  of  a  patient  or  removal  to  sanatorium,  all 

bedding,  rooms,  etc.  were  disinfected  by  fumigation. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1952. 


Register  of  Cases. 


A  ~Z 

•  p* 


Respir¬ 

atory 

'  Non-resp- 
iratory 

TOTAL. 

. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Gases  on  register  at 

1  st  J anuary,  1952..  ~ 

23 

13 

7 

8 

30 

21 

Cases  notified  for  first 

time  during  year. 

3 

2 

- 

- 

3 

2 

’Cases  removed  during  year  - 

died,  removed  from  district  etc. 

• - - — 

.1-  - 

• 

3 

4 

3 

5 

i Cases  on  register  at 

:  3ist  December,  1952. 

25 

14 

_ 

4 

4 

29 

18 

SECTION  G. 

Factories  Acts,  1957  &  1948.  Part  1.  of  the  Act. 

(&)  .Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

— - - - ^ 

Number  of 

inspec¬ 

tions 

:  1 

|  written  j  occupiers 
!  notices  -prosecuted 

i.  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2, 3, 4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

18 

4 

j 

ii.  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
section -7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

61 

31 

i 

2 

_ 

iii.  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority+  (excluding 
out -workers 1  premises ) 

5 

V 

j 

; 

I 

. 

•  •• 

i 

TOTAL  1  84 

35  |  2* 

*  Informal 

+  i.e.  Electrical  stations  (  section  103  (l)),  institutions, 
(section  104)  and  sites  of  building  operations  and  works  of 
engineering  construction  (section  107  and  108). 


a  j, 

,-ri 

(t>)  Gases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

— -Lumber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Pound 

f- 

Heme  - 
died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu-. 

tions 
.  were  in- 
. stituted 

to  H.h. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

by  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness 

...  ,(s;a} 

— 

r 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2„  )-- 

— 

— 

—  . 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

CS..  3.) 

- 

- . 

- 

- 

i Inadequate 

ventilation _ _ _ 

(Si) 

. . 

....  _ 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective 
drainage  of  floors 
(3.6.) 

L  ■ 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  . 

Conveniences 

a.  insufficient 

b .  unsuitable  or 
.  defective 

ca  not  separate 
.......for  secces 

(S.7d  . 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Other  offences 
against  the  act 
(not  including 
offences-  relating 
to  outwork) 

— 

2 

- 

- 

TOTAL. 

2* 

A 

_ L 

- 

1 

- 

^  x.emedy  in  hand.  0  outstanding  from  previous  year. 
Pant  VTTI'  of  the  Ac.t„  ....... 

Outwork.  Ts eot ion~~1  10  r.r;d  .1 1 1  ;• , 


Nature 

of 

Work 

Number  of 
outwork¬ 
ers  in 
August 
list  re¬ 
quired  by 
section 
l-lO(t)fc) 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send¬ 
ing.  lists- 
to  the 
Council..  - . 

Number  of 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Number  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu-  ■ 
tions 

W  earing: 
apparel 

making, 

etc. 

16 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

15 


Health  Department, 
Brookfield  House, 
NANTWICH. 


*  -  .  .  September,  1953. 

.  ,  •  -  *•  *  •*  -  » 

To  The  Chairman. and- Members ; of  the  ' 1 '  '  ' 

 Nantv/igh . Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  .Chairman,  .Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

.  .This  is  the  eighth  Annual  Report  which  I  have  been  privileged  to 
prepare  .on  my  work-  a-s  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  by  the  time  a  further 
similar  report-  appears-  it  would  seem  very  likely  that  a  change  of 
designation  may  be  approved,  as  a  result  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
working  Party,  on  the  Recruitment  Training  and.  Qualification  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been 
a^ statutory  officer  of  the  local  authority  for  many  years  and  through 
those  years  his  duties  and  responsibilities  have  grown  considerably 
and  the  approach  to  his  problems  has  changed  somewhat.  His  purpose  in 
service  however  remains  that  of  improving  environmental  conditions  in  the 
home,  employment,  and  recreation,  to  good  standards  and  the  safeguarding 
of  food  supplies.  In  this  work 'he  is  a  member  of  a  team  of  Officers 
engaged,  by  .the  Community  through  elected  representatives  with  whom  he 
serves...  I.t  as.  pleasing  to  record  'that  in  Hantwich  we  have  a  body  of  men 
and  women  with  a  sincere  common  purpose  and  a  spirit  of  co-operation  which 
I^as  an  officer  appreciate.  Dr.  Hay  succeeded,  to  the  office  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  and  in  him  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge  a 
genial. and.  co-operative  senior  colleague.  '  "  I  would  also  record  my  thanks 
to  Miss  •  Shirley - Sandland  for  her  willing  and.  pleasant  assistance  during 
the  year.  •  . . 


Yours  faithfully, 


I«  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  VISITS  MADE 
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.  *  .C. I i. 

-  ,r.  •. 

Appointment  -  contractors . 

-  owners  . 

Courts, pas sages  and  streets . 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  . 

Disinfections . 

Drain  tests . 

Dust  bins . 

Divellinghouses  -  Housing  Act  . ..  . . 

-  Public  Health  Act . 

Factories  -  Mechanical . . 

-  Non-mechanical . 

-  Outworker. . . . 

Food  Inspections . 

Food  Premises  -  general . 

-registered. . . 

House  Drainage . 

Housing  -  individual  unfit  houses . . 

-  visits  to  applicants  for  Council  Houses 

Ice  Cream  Sampling. . # 

Infectious  Diseases  —  primary. ..  ... 

-  secondary . 

Keeping  of  Animals . 

Licensed  Premises. . 

Milk  Sampling...  . 

Miscellaneous...  ... 

Moveable  Dwellings . 

Offensive  Accumulations.  ...  . . 

Places  of  Entertainment . 

Offensive  Trade.  ...  .  . . 

Pail  Closets  . 

Reinspections  -  Public  Health  Act ..  ] 

Rivers,ditt2hes  and  watercourses . 

Rodent  Control. .  ...  . . 

Shops  Act . 

Schools . .  ... 

Verminous  Premises..  ...  . 

Water  Closets  -  substitution  of . 

'Water  Sampling . . .  c  ###  ### 

Disinfestations . ] 

TOTAL . 

Complaints  received . 

II.  NOTICES  SERVED. 


22 

9 

10 

11 

22 

6 

47 

7 

44 

31 

4 

1 

68 

73 

9 

167 

6 

4 

7 

33 

8 

15 

10 

9 

52 

2 

5 
5 
1 

3 

120 

2 

120 

8 

5 

12 

13 

5 

6 


982 


101 


Public  Health  Act.  19  56. 


Served  Complied. 


Informal 


142 


127 


Public  health  Act,  19  56. 

Served 

Complied 

Formal  -  section  39-  .(drainage) 

6  ) 

2  ) 

-  section  40.  .(downspouts 

) 

ventilating  drains.) 

1)13 

-  )  2 

-  section  56  (  paying  of 

) 

) 

yards  etc.) 

2  ) 

- ) 

-  section  93.  (nuisances) 

4 ) 

- ) 

Factories  act.,.  1937. 

Informal...  ...  ...  . 

2 

L 

Prevention  of ,  Damage  by  Pests  Act,,  1949,. 


Informal...  ...  . . T. 

9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1958. 

Informal . T  T 

Municipal  Bin  Scheme. 

Intimations  served  re  dust  bins .  76  ) 

Bins  supplied  under  scheme  -  annual  charges .  38  )  74  Bins 

.  -  Council  houses .  31  )  (72  premises) 

-  Sales, .  1  ) 

.  .  -Council  properties  ...  4  ) 


Compliances  include  notices. served  in  previous  years  and  cancellations 
for  reissue,  .Of. the  notices  outstanding  at  the  year  end  the  majority  are 
in  hand  by  contractors* 


III.  DEFECTS  DHaLf. WIPE  IN  NOTICES  SERVED, 


Noted  Remedied, 


Brickwork  and  pointing  -  defective .  19  14 

Ceiling  plaster  -  defective .  3  12 

Drains  -  choked . .  ,  ;8  8 

-  defective  and  /  or  insufficient, .  3  9 

Drain  ventilating  shafts  -  defective .  2  3 

Dustbins  -  defective  or  insufficient .  76  86 

Factories  -  defective  sanitary  accommodation,  ...  2  1 

-  cleanliness .  -  1 

-  miscellaneous  . .  -  2 

Fireplaces  -  defective .  2  5 

-  defective  and  /  or  choked  flues.  ,.,  -  2 

-  miscellaneous . 1  1 

Floors  -  defective  paving .  -  1 

-  defective  woodwork .  3  14 

Food  Premises  -  cleanliness .  2  2 

-  ¥,  C,  communicating .  1  1 

-  refuse  storage .  2 

-  defective  plasterwork,  structures  2 

-  washing  facilities .  -  5 

-  ventilation .  1  1 


Keeping  of  Animals.  -  cleanliness . . . 

Miscellaneous . .  . . .  .q  ■  . 

Offensive  Accumulations.  • . * . 

Pail  Closets  -  defective  structures . . . 

-  requiring  substitution  of  water  closets 

-  abolition . . . ,. 

Rainwater  downspouts  -  defective  and  /  or  choked  ...  . 

-  insufficient . . 

-  ventilating  drains . 

Rainwater  gutters  -  defective  and  /  or  choked...  ...  . 

-  insufficient  .  ...  . 

Rodent  Infestation  -  mice . .  . . 

-  rats. . . . 

Roofs  -  defective . . . 

Sewers  -  private  -  choked . . 

Sinks  and  /  or  bath  waste  pipes  -  insufficient..  ...  . 

Sinks  -  absence  of..  . . . 

Staircases  -  defective  treads  and  risers . . 

-  defective  guard  rails . . 

Wallplaster  -  damp. . . . . 

-  defective . . 

Washing  Accommodation  -  defective.. . . 

Water  closets  -  defective  fittings . . 

-  defective  structures . -..  . . .  . , 

-  dirty . .  . . . 

-  miscellaneous  matters . .  ., 

Water  supply  -  defective  pipes . . . 

-  lacking  indoors . . . 

Windows  -  defective  cords . 

-  defective  frames..  . . 

Yards  -  dirty  conditions . .  . , 

-  defective  paving- . . . .  ..... 

T  0  T  A  L . . . 


Noted  Remedied. 


2 

17 

2 

.  1 

— 

• 

8 

.  - 

1 

.  7 

4 

.  5 

3 

•  4 

4 

.  15 

6 

•  3 

4 

.  1 

6 

.  10 

3 

.  10 

12 

.  1 

1 

.  3 

3 

.  - 

11 

.  — 

5 

.  1 

7 

.  16 

8 

.“  9 

12 

.  1 

1 

.  3 

2 

.  8 

6 

,  2 

- 

.  3 

— 

.  4 

3 

,  - 

11 

.  3 

2 

.  3 

1 

, 

1 

.  4 

2 

.271 

316 

Of  the  items  outstanding  in  the  foregoing  table  a  large  number  are 
in  hand  by  contractors;  '’remedied" items  include  a  number  which  were 
outstanding  from  -previous  years  and  have  been  done  in  1952.  All  rodent 
infestations  were  under  treatment  and  observation* 

'■  0  .  * 

.  IV.  HOUSING-. 


Little  progress  has  been  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses  as  the 
problem  cannot 'be  tackled  thoroughly  until  the  shortage  has  been  further 
reduced.  Only- the  worst  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  major  task  is  yet 
to  be  faced.  'The  problem  is  rendered  more  acute  by  the  rent  question  and 
it  is  now  even-  worse  than  when  I  referred  to  it  in  mynreport  for  1950* 
Council  House  rents  are  now  higher  than  ever  before  and  the  gap  between 
these  and  old  cotta-ge  rents  is  increased.  In  the  course  of  1953  it  is 
hoped  to  evolve  -some  scheme  for  utilising  vacant  sites  with  services 
existing  and  possibly  modernising  structurally  sound  cottages  which  can 
be  let  at  more  acceptable .rentals. 
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Site  works  have  continued  in  connection  with  Marsh  Lane  estate  and 
building  of  permanent  houses  proceeded  at  Hillfield  and  Millfields  (Marsh 
Lane).  Development  of  the  Mount  site  for  private  building  plots  was 
continued  and  several  plots  have  been  developed.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the 
total  of  post-war  council  houses  was  brought  up  to  384  including  50 
temporary  houses  and  24  flats.  There  were  191  brick  houses  and  flats 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  che  year.  Ten  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  and  approximately  16  others  were  in  process  of  building/ 

Two  houses  were  demolished  on  Demolition  Orders.  Part  of  a  building 
unfit  for  habitation  was  the  subject  of  a  Closing  Order. 

The  close  liaison  between  the  Housing  Manager,  the  Medical  Officer  and 
myself  concerning  applicants  under  bad  conditions  or  having  communicable 
disease  in  the  family  or  being  statutorily  overcrowded  has  continued. 

V.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  "notifiable”  diseases  were  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
notification;  in  the  instances  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  a  leaflet  is 
sent  to  the  parent  advising  on  isolation  and  exclusion  of  contacts  from 
school.  Head  teachers  are  advised  of  the  occurence  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  etc. 

The  number  of  cases  of  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  thirty 
two  scarlet  fever,  one  hundred  and  seven  of  measles,  86  of  whooping 
cough  and  one  dysentery. 

There  were  five  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year. 

Where  desired  the  disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding  was  carried  out, 
the  latter  being  usually  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  steam 
disinfection.  Such  disinfection  is  always  carried  out  upon  removal  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  patients. 

The  immunisation  and  vaccination  schemes  have  been  operated  by  the 
County  Council  through  the  Divisional  Health  Committee.  Every  opport¬ 
unity  is  taken  to  encourage  parents  to  have  children  treated.  The  value 
of  such  schemes  is  reflected  in  the  absence  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
smallpox  during  recent  years. 

VI.  DAIRIES.  COWSHEDS  ALP  MILL  SAMPLES. 

xhe  responsioility  for . administration  and  control  of  milk  production 
and  licensing  of  producers  of  designated  milks  lies  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries, and  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  control 
and  licensing  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  plants.  This  leaves  the 
District  Councils  with  the  control  of  distributors  of  milk  and  licensing 
of  dealers.  Sterilised  milk  is  also  a  recognised  official  designation. 

• 

The  Agriculture  Executive  Committee  Milk  Testing  Advisory  Officer 
takes  samples  from  producers  and  retailers,  but  results  are  not  available 
for  quotati  n.  The  County  Council  samples  milk  at  pasteurising  and 
sterilising  depots. 
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There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  thirteen  distributors  of  milk 
and  six  dairy  premises  on  the  register.  The  following  licences,  issued 
by  the  Local  Authority  were  in  force  during  the  year. 

Dealers  *  Licences  to  use  designation 

''Accredited" ...  ...  . . .  1 

Dealers ' Licences  to  use  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  .  8 

Dealers ' Licences  to  use  designation 

"Pasteurised" .  7 

Supplementary  Dealers' Licences  tds  use  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  .  2 

Supplementary  Dealers' Licences  to  use  designation 

"Pasteurised" .  2 

The  amount  of  loose  milk  now  retailed  in  the  district  is  negligible 


Thirteen  samples  of  designated  milk  were  submitted  for  standard  tests, 
satisfactory  reports  were  received  in  all  cases.  Tests  carried  outr for 
Tuberculosis  were  negative. 


VII.  BAKEHOUSES . 


There  were  nine  bakehouses  on  the  register  during  the  year  and  those 
are  visited  periodically  under  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  and  the  Factories  Act. 

VIII.  SHOPS. 

There  were  no  complaints  in  connection  with  the  ventilation, 
temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  shops  which  number  approx¬ 
imately  200.  At  one  premises  water  was  provided,  along  with  sanitary 
conveniences. 

IX.  FACTORIES. 


One  firm  submitted  returns  of  "outworkers"  which  contained  details 
of  16  persons  engaged  in  the  finishing  of  clothing.  The  houses  of  the 
outworkers  are  visited  occasionally  and  conditions  are  noted.  Revision 
of  the  register  in  consultation  with  H.M. Inspector  was  continued. 

There  are  61  such  premises  in  which  power  is  used  and  18  in  which  work 
is  done  manually. 

X.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  the  main  supply  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination  by  the  Water  Board  and  these  have  not  given  cause 
for  serious  concern.  A  derailed  summary  of  such  samples  is  contained 
in  the  Medical  Ofiicer  of  health's  report.  Two  other  samples  from 
consumers  taps  were  bacterio logically  satisfactory. 


XI.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

One  trailer  carasran  and  temporary  building  were  licensed  as  a 
dwelling  during  the  year.  No  nuisance  has  arisen,  from  the  use  of  these 
structures. 


XII.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES . 


There  were  no  complaints  in  connection  with  the  Fellmongery  and 
Tannery  during  the  year. 

Periodic  treatment  was  carried  out  at  both  promises  for  the  control 
of  rats  and  mice. 

XIII.  COMMON  LODGING-  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  premises  of  this  character  in  the  district. 


XIV.  CANAL  BOATS. 


No .complaints  were  received  and  no  inspections  were  made  during  the 

year. 


XV.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 


There  was  no  occasion  for  formal  action  during  the  year. 


XVI.  SCHOOLS. 

No-  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  general  condition  of  schools. 

At  one  school  it  was  necessary  to  complain  to  the  Managers  concerning  the 
general  condition  of  conveniences  and  the  matter  is.  in  hand  for  improvement. 


..  . . XVII.  LICENSED  PREMISES.  . .  . 

There  are  34  Licensed  Premises,  including  two  Clubs,  in  the  district. 
One  house  was  closed  and  the  licence  transferred  to  other  premises. 

On  the  whole  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  datisf actory  but  there  are  one 
or  two  houses  at  which  improvements  are  desirable.  The  premises  are 
conducted  in  a  clean  manner  by  licencees  and  there  has  been  no  occasion 
to  complain  in  that  respect. 

.  .  . .  XVIII.  VERMIN.  . 


In  several  instances  advise  was  given  to  occupiers  to  deal  with 
minor  infestatiois  with  ants  and  cockroaches,  and  insecticidal  powder  was 
supplied  in  some  cases. 


XIX.  ERADICATION  of  bugs. 

One  house  was  treated,  being  privately  owned. 

HKillgercide,t  liquid  insecticide,  containing  D.D.T.,  was  used  and 
the  premises  remain  under  observation. 

Y/here  necessary  the  belongings  of  selected  tenants  for  Council  Houses 
are  treated  before  moving  into  the  houses.  A  limited  amount  of  treatment 
is  carried  out  for  tenants  of  occupied  premises,  but  the  owner  is  held 
responsible  for  the  treatment  of  unoccupied  premises.  Treatment  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour  under  my  supervision. 


No  complaints  were  received  from  occupiers  during  the  year. 
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XX,  RODENT  CONTROL. 


One  part-time  operative  works  under  my  supervision  in  this  matter# 
There  was  no  occasion  for  formal  action  during  the  year.  The  Council 
tips  and  sewage  works  are  regularly  treated  and  the  systematic  treatment 
of  fche  sewerage  system  was  continued,  A  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  showed 
evidence  of  minor  infestation  apart  from  the  sewage  works.  The  baits 
used  in  treatment  have  been  sausage  rusk,  bread  mash,  rolled  oats  and 
sugar  meal  and  these  have  been  poisoned  with  zinc  phosphide,  red  squi^ 
or  arsenic.  Warfarin  poison  in  an  oatmeal  base  has  also  been  used 
successfully. 

Occupiers  of  infested  premises  have  the  opportunity  of  themselves 
dealing  with  rats  and  mice  or  alternatively  having  the  service  provided 
by  the  Local  xluthority.  In  all  cases  including  private  dwellings,  the 
costs  incurred,  plus  an  establishment  charge,  are  recovered:  no  fixed 
contract  charges  are  entertained.  In  connection  with  agricultural 
premises  it  is  possible  for  the  occupier  to  contract  with  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  for  service,  or  have  the  service  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

Private  annual  treatment  agreements  in  force .  16 

Short  term  private  agreements  for  treatment  in  force .  12 

Nature  of  Infestation. 


Rats 

Mice 

Rats  and 
Mice 

TOTaL 

Local  Authority  properties 

(including  sewers  and  tips) 

•• 

• 

6 

1 

- — 

7 

• 

Business  premises. 

8 

7 

- - — 

17 

Dwellings. 

1 

6 

• 

- 

7 

Agricultural  properties. 

5 

- .j 

5 

TOTAL. 

■ 

- s _ 

20 

14  .. 

- 

2 

36 

Premises  treated  by  Nantwich  Urban  District  Council 
during. the  3rear  -  Council  properties...  .. 

-  Council  tips . . 

-  sewage  works . 

-  sewerage  system . 

business  premises . 

-  dwellings  . 

-  agricultural  properties., 
Total  premises  visited  in  inspection  or  treatment.., 


•  ♦  • 
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Visits  by  operative  to  premises  in  survey  and  treatment... 
Visits  by  of  i icer  to  premises  in  survey  and  supervision. . . 

Premises  showing  no  evidence  upon  survey . 

Premises  showing  clearance  after  treatment  . 


471 

120 


3 

13 


Councillors  K.  Whitlow  and  J.  Blagg  and  I  continued  to  serve  on  the 
Workable  Area  Committee.  Councillor  Whitlow  and  I  also  served  on  the 
Regional  Consultative  Committee  and  attended  all  meetings  held  during  the 
year.  The  death  of  Councillor  Whitlow  during  the  year  was  a  matter  of 
great  regret,  not  only  to  local  officers  and  members  but  also  to  the 
Committees  mentioned.  His  quiet  but  keen  interest  was  much  appreciated 
by  all. 

’  XXI.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMaLS  aCT,  1933. 

There  were  19  Slaughtermen’s  licences  in  force  during  the  year. 

XXII.  Pri.IL  CLOSETS . 


Some  further  small  progress  has  been  made  in  the  substitution  of 
water  closets  for  pail  closets;  8  pail  closets  were  replaced  by  water 
closets,  one  was  abolished  and  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  in 
connection  with  several  other  cases  upon  informal  request. 

Where  appropriate,  the  Council  has  continued  to  contribute  to  the 
cost  of  suostituting  water  closets,  such  contribution  not  exceeding  one 
half  of  the  cost. 

In  1945  there  were  1 33  pail  closets  in  use  this  number  has  been 
reduced  to  41  of  which  32  are  emptied  at  weekly  intervals  by  the  Local 
Authority.  In  response  to  application  for  financial  aid  the  Council 
has  made  grants  in  all  instances  ranging  between  £5  and  £20.  The 
conversion  or  abolition  of  these  closets  has  been  achieved  by  informal 
negotiat ions. 

The  following  is  the  position  at  the  end  of  1952:- 

Insanitary  and  unuseable .  3) 

In  connection  with  unfit  houses . . . 16) 

Beyond  reach  of  sewers  -  extension  impracticable .  9) 

-  extension  practicable .  9)41 

At  premises  where  drainage  outfall  requires  investigation .  3) 

Suitable  for  substitution  of  water  closets .  1) 


Total  known  to  exist  at  beginning  of  1952 . . . 50 

Abolished  during  year  .  1 

Water  closets  substituted  during  year  .  . .  8 

Total  known  to  exist  at  end  of  1952... .  41 


XXIII.  G-EKERAL  SANITATION  AND  NUI&iNCES. 

At  six  houses,  , hitherto  having  only -drains  for  sink  waste  matter 
discharging  to  a  ditch  or  land  drain,  complete  new  systems  of  drainage 
were  installed  with  connections  to  the  main  sewers,'  including 
substitution  of  water  closets  for  the  pail  closets.  * 
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In  connection  with  eleven  houses  indoor  sinks  were  fixed,  also  the  outdoor 
standpipes  .■  were  abolished,  and  replaced  with  mains  indoor -.supply' taps 
over  sinks.  .At.  one. shop  premises  similar  improvements  were  effected. 

-Lnis  was  the  third  complete  year  for  the  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  and 
38  bins  were  supplied  in  connection  with  which  the  annual  charge  of 
5/-  each  is  to  be  made.  A  further  31  bins  were  supplied  to  Council 
Houses  as  a  direct  charge  to  the  Housing  .Repair  Fund  and  one  bin  was  sold. 
Four  bins  were  renewed  at  other  Council  properties. 

The  rel use  tips  are  treated  for  the  control  of  insect  pests  and 
regular  treatment  tor  rodent  control  is  carried  out.  It  is  a  matter  for 
concern  that  finances  are  so  severely  restricted  that  little  "controlled 
Tipping"  in  the  accepted  sense  of  the  words  has  been  effected.  Deep, 
wide  and  uncovered  faces,  v/ith  numerous  interior  cavities  created  by 
buried. hollow  articles  such  as  bins,  baths,  buckets  etc.,  provide  ideal 
condi u ions  for  breeding  and  feeding  of  rodents  and  render  effective 
control  most  difficult. 


XXIV.  RIVER  POLLUTION. 

The  Cheshire  Rivers  Board  are  now  responsible  for  work  in  the 
prevention  of  and  abatement  of  pollution  of  rivers. 

XXV.  FOOD  AND  DRUCS  aJT.  19  58. 

The  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  not  been  normally  used 
during  the  year,  all  "butchers*  meat"  oeing  prepared  and  distributed 
from  Crewe.  One  premises  was  licensed  upon  application  for  the 
purpose  oi  slaughtering  pigs  by  self  suppliers.  .  Although  there  is  no 
statutory  control  over  slaughter  of  animals  of  which  the  meat  is  'not 
intended  for  sale,  the  arrangement  with  the  owner  of  the  slaughter 
house  to  which  pig  owners  are  directed  by  which  I  am  .notified  of  all 
animals  for  slaughter  and  owners  are  advised  of  my  offer  to  examine 
the  carcases  has  continued.  I  have  so  far  had  no  objection  to  this 
arrangement .  Ho  instances  of  such  slaughter  occured  during  the  year. 

•There  have  been .continued  . frequent  requests  for  examination  of 
foodstuffs  and  -the  following  is  a  statement  of  goods  examined  and 
disposed  of  in  -a  manner  to  prevent  human  consumption. 

Food  examined  and  found  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Stewed  Steak . . . . 3A  Cans 

Total  Estimated  Weight.  . . 32  Lb 

Food  examined  and  found  unfit  for  human  honsumpt ion. 


Apples .  8  Cans 

Apple  Puree . 97  Cans 

Apple  Sauce .  2  Cans 

Apples  in  Syrup .  2  Cans 

Apricots . 3  Cans 

Bac°n . 11b.8  ozs. 

Baked  Beans . . .  ...  3  Cans 


Banana  Slices. ..  ...  ...  $ .Cans 

Beef . 203  lb. 

Beetroot . 38  Cans 

Bilberries . 13  Cans 

Blackberries . 1  Can 

Blackcurrants . 9  Cans 

Braised  Kidney . ^  Can 
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Brisling . 

Ox  Tongue . 

.  . . .  1 

Can 

Bread . 

Pears . 

.  ...  17 

Cans 

Carrots . ' . 

Peas . .  ...  ; ; 

;  ...  25 

Cans 

Carrot  Soup  ...  ... 

.•  .•  .•  3  'Cans 

Peaches . . .  . . 

.  ...  4 

Cans 

Chedse . . . 

Pilchards . 

.  ...  3 

Cans 

Chebries.' . . . 

Pineapples ...  . . .  . . 

.'.  .  7 

Cans 

Chicken  Soup . . 

Plums . .  ...  v. 

.  ...  67 

Cans 

Condensed  'Milk.  „  .  ... 

...  59  Cans' 

Pork  ...  . . 

Cans 

Corn*  Flakes . . 

...  -1  Pkt . 

Pork  Sausage  . 

.561b. 12 

ozs. 

Crumpets. . . ’ . 

Prunes ..  ...  ..i  .. 

.  ...  2 

Cans 

Custard  Powder . . . 

Quaker  Puffed  Wheat 

.  . . .  1 

Pkt. 

Damsons  . . . ..  .. ... 

Raspberries.  .. 

.  . . .  1 

Can 

Fish:iPaste.  ’. . . 

. ..  12  Cans 

Red  Currants  .-.  . . 

8 

Cans 

Fruit  Salad  ...  . . 

Rhubarb  *  _  ...  .. 

.  .  „ .  2 

Cans 

G-alantine  Pork  &  Be,ef .... 

25’  Cans 

Salmon. .  ........ 

.  ...  4 

Cans 

Gammon . .  ... 

Sardines  ...  . . .  . . 

.  ...106 

Cans 

Grapes . - 

Salad  Cream.  . . T  , . 

.  . . .  1 

Can 

Grape "Fruit  Juice . 

Sap:o  ...  . . 

.  ...  60 

Lb. 

Grape  "Fruit  Segments. .  .■ 

.  •  4  Cans 

Sausage  Meat  . 

.  ...126Lb. 

Greengages . 

Shredded  Wheat..  .. 

.  . . .  1 

Pkt. 

Ham. . . 

2911b. 12  ozs. 

Spaghett i . .. .  .  ..  . . 

.  ...  24 

Cans 

Herrings . .  .  . 

7  Cans 

Spinich  Soup  . 

.  ...  1 

Can 

Jam  . . 1  . 

Steak . 

.  ...  80 

Cams 

Lamb  Carcase . 

...  50  Lb. 

Strained  Vegetables 

.  ...  92 

Cans 

Luncheon  Meat . . 

...  103' Cars 

Strawberries  . 

.  . . .  5 

Cans 

Margarine . 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  . . 

.  ...  76 

Cans 

Marmalade . 

Tomato  Juice  . 

.  ...  9 

Cans 

Meat  Loaf . 

Tomato  Sance  . 

.  ...  20 

Cans 

Mincemeat . . 

Tomato  Soup.  . 

.  ...  1 

Can 

Oranges  . 

17  Cans 

Veal . . 

.  ...  4 

Cans 

Orange  Segments  . 

Vegetable  Soup..  .. 

.  ...  3 

Cans 

Total  Estimated  Weight. 

.1  Ton  5 

cwt. 

Total  Estimated  weight  of  all  food  examined  ...  1  Ton  5  cwt  1  qr.  4  lb. 

Six  samples  of  ice-cream  and  three  "Lolly  Ice"  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination;  theice  cream  samples  were  all  "G-rade  1." 
and  the  Lolly  Ices  were  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  ice-cream  made  in  the  area  by  the  "hot  mix"  method. 

Most  of  it  is  obtained  in  a-  prepacked  condition  from  wholesale  makers 
in  other  districts,  and  only  a  very  small  amount  is  made  locally  by 
"cold  mix". 

Mr.  Stacey  Hallard,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
Cheshire  County  Council,  has  kindly  given  the  following  particulars  of 
samples  taken  for  analysis  under  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  during  the  year. 

Butter. . 

Cheese . . .  ... 

Coconut  (Dessicated) .  ... 

Coffee . 

Coffee  &  Chicory  Essence. 

Cooking  Pat . 

CookingFat  (  Unrationed  ) 


1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 


£  o  _ 

Cut  Perel...  ...  ...  ......  ... 

Pish'  G ikes’ . .  ......  ... 

Ground*  White  Pepper . 

i$oney. .  .  .  .  ...  . . 

Lemon  Curd .  . . 

Luncheon 'Meat . .  ...  . 

Margarine . .  . . 

Malt  Vinegar...  . 

Marmalade'. .  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Meat  Paste.'  . 

Milk. . .  ' . . , . 

Pickles  (Mixed) . 

Prunes .  . . . . .  . . .  . . . 

Raspberry  'Jam. .  . . 

Sage  &  Onion  Stuffing . 

Seidlitz  Powder  . 

White  Prdcupitate  Ointment. 


1. 

1. 

‘  1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2. 
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1. 

1. 

’I. 

*  1. 

1. 

1. 
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Number  adulterated  or  not  up  to  the  recognised  standard  of  quality 
-  4  milk. 

Mr.  Hallard  supplements  the  above  information  with  the 'following 
observations:- 

"  Apart  from  four  milk  samples  which  failed. to  reach'  the*  standard, 
the  remaining' samples,  were  certified  to  be  of . genuine. quality.  Two  of 

the  non-standard  samples  concerned  the  delivery,  by  a  farmer,  of  two 
churns  of  milk  to  a  Dairy  Company.  A  sample  was  taken  from  each  churn 
of  milk  and  the  analyst,  certified  both  "to  be  sub -normal  in  non-fatty- 
solid  content  but  containing  2.5%  and  2.75%  of  extraneous  water  respect - 
ively.  a  follow  up  "appeal  to  cow"  sample  was  taken  and  proved  to  be 
genuine.  Owing  to  the  abnormality  of  the  milk,  coupled  with  the  small 
amount  of  extraneous  water  found,  the  farmer. was  cautioned. 


The  other  two  samples  were  related  to  single  churns  of  milk  sent 
to  another  Dairy  Company  by  two  other  farmers.  A  sample  from  each  of 
these  churns  was  certified  to  be  genuine,  though  abnormal,  milk  being 
deficient  in  non-fatty-solids  by  5.^7  and  1.8%  respectively.  The 
Freezing  Point  test  negatived  any  suspicion  of  extraneous  watet*  in  these 
latter  two  instances. 


I  may  add  that  each  of  these  non-standard  milks  were  taken  as  a 
result  of  complaints  by  the  Dairy  Companies  concerned  to  the  effect  that 
their  own  tests  revealed  the  milk  from  these  particular  farmers  to  be 
below  standard".  t  ...  »  »  .  *  ‘ 

’  .XXVI ,  SWIMMING  BATHS .  '  .  . 

During  ‘the  open  season.  samples  of  crude  brine  and  the  chlorinated 
bath  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  -  The  results  were 
satisfactory.  ,  ■•••*’ 


XXVII,  SCHOOL  CXNTEENS  &  KITCHENS. 


Special  treatment  of  school, kitchens  and  dining  rooms  was 
carried  out  during  the  main  holidays  by  spraying  for  the  prevention 
fly  infestation.  This  is  done  by  arrangement  with  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  Education  Committee.  The  co-operation  of  the  staff 
of  these  premises  has  been  helpful. 
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AD  0  P  T  I-  V.  E--  A  N  D  L  0  C  A  L  ACTS. 


IN  FORCE  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890  . . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendments  Act, 
1890:  -  Parts  I  and  III 

-  Partly . 

Public  Libraries  Act,  1892,  1893 
1901  and  (Offences)  Act,  1898  . 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 . 

Nantwich  Urban  District  Council  Act, 


Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional 
Orders  (Confirmation)  Number  7  Act, 


Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional 
rders  (Confirmation)  Number  4  Act, 


Local  Government  Board's  Provisional 
Orders  (Confirmation)  Number  9  act 
1912 .  * 

Local  Government  Act,  1894,  Section 
8,  s.s.  1.  Power  of  Parish  Council  as 
to  Public  Offices,  etc . 

Local  Government  act,  1894,  Section 
3,  s.s.  2.  Public  Footpaths. 

County  of  Chester  Review  Order,  1936. 


Date  of  adopt ion  or  when 

same  came  into  force 

1st  October,  1900 

18th  July,  1894 
1st  September,  1901 

8th  August,  1887 
26th  april,  1895 

21st  July,  1903 

21st  August,  1905 

28th  august,  1907 

7th  August,  1912 

17th  October,  1923 

11th  July,  1924 
1st  April,  19 36. 
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